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Tourism and National Parks

In 1872 Yellowstone was established as a national park. The name caught the public’s
imagination and by the close of the century, other national parks had been declared,
not only in the US, but also in Australia, Canada and New Zealand. Yet as it has
spread, the concept has evolved and diversified. In the absence of any international
controlling body, individual countries have been free to adapt the concept for their
own physical, social and economic environments. Some have established national
parks to protect scenery, others to protect ecosystems or wildlife. Tourism has also
been a fundamental component of the national parks concept from the beginning and
predates ecological justifications for national park establishment, though it has been
closely related to landscape conservation rationales at the outset.

Approaches to tourism and visitor management have varied. Some have stripped
their parks of signs of human settlement, while increasingly, others are blending
natural and cultural heritage, and reflecting national identities. This edited volume
explores in detail the origins and multiple meanings of national parks and their
relationship to tourism in a variety of national contexts. It consists of a series of
introductory overview chapters followed by case study chapters from around the
world, including insights from the US, Canada, Australia, the UK, Spain, Sweden,
Indonesia, China and Southern Africa.

Taking a global comparative approach, this book examines how and why national
parks have spread and evolved, how they have been fashioned and used, and the
integral role of tourism within national parks. The volume’s focus on the long-
standing connection between tourism and national parks, and the changing concept
of national parks over time and space give the book a distinct niche in the national
parks and tourism literature. The volume is expected to contribute, not only to tour-
ism and national park studies at the upper level undergraduate and graduate levels,
but also to courses in international and comparative environmental history, conserva-
tion studies and outdoor recreation management.

Warwick Frost is Senior Lecturer in Tourism and Heritage at Monash University,
Melbourne, Australia. His research interests include environmental history, eco-
tourism, cultural heritage and the interplay between tourism and the media.

C. Michael Hall is a Professor in the Department of Management, University of
Canterbury, New Zealand and Docent in the Department of Geography, Oulu
University, Finland. Co-editor of Current Issues in Tourism he has published widely
in the tourism and environmental history fields, including a long-standing interest in
wilderness, national parks and world heritage.



Contemporary geographies of leisure, tourism and mobility
Series editor: C. Michael Hall, Professor at the Department of
Management, College of Business & Economics, University of
Canterbury, Private Bag 4800, Christchurch, New Zealand

The aim of this series is to explore and communicate the intersections and
relationships between leisure, tourism and human mobility within the social
sciences.

It will incorporate both traditional and new perspectives on leisure and
tourism from contemporary geography, for example, notions of identity, rep-
resentation and culture, while also providing for perspectives from cognate
areas such as anthropology, cultural studies, gastronomy and food studies,
marketing, policy studies and political economy, regional and urban plan-
ning, and sociology, within the development of an integrated field of leisure
and tourism studies.

Also, increasingly, tourism and leisure are regarded as steps in a continuum
of human mobility. Inclusion of mobility in the series offers the prospect to
examine the relationship between tourism and migration, the sojourner,
educational travel, and second home and retirement travel phenomena.

The series comprises two strands:

Contemporary geographies of leisure, tourism and mobility aims to address the
needs of students and academics, and the titles will be published in hardback
and paperback. Titles include:

The Moralisation of Tourism
Sun, sand . . . and saving the world?
Jim Butcher

The Ethics of Tourism Development
Mick Smith and Rosaleen Duffy

Tourism in the Caribbean
Trends, development, prospects
Edited by David Timothy Duval



Qualitative Research in Tourism
Ontologies, epistemologies and methodologies
Edited by Jenny Phillimore and Lisa Goodson

The Media and the Tourist Imagination
Converging cultures
Edited by David Crouch, Rhona Jackson and Felix Thompson
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Edited by Stefan Gossling and C. Michael Hall

Forthcoming

Understanding and Managing Tourism Impacts
Michael Hall and Alan Lew

Cultural Heritage of Tourism in the Developing World
Dallen J. Timothy and Gyan Nyaupane

Routledge studies in contemporary geographies of leisure, tourism and mobility
is a forum for innovative new research intended for research students and
academics, and the titles will be available in hardback only. Titles include:

Living with Tourism
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Hazel Tucker
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